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KEEPING CITRUS SAFE
University scientists release wasps
in hopes of protecting the state’s
citrus industry from pests. B1
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Christmas joy turns
to heartbreak when
Debi Bergquist
discovers vandals
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holiday display on
her front yard. B1
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Officers own 7,600 assault guns

Local groups partnered
to provide incentives to
keep company in desert

Film fest
to honor
‘Extremely
Loud’
director
Daldry is a two-time
Tony Award winner

By Judith Salkin
The Desert Sun

Stephen Daldry will receive the
Director of theYearAward forhis
upcoming film “Extremely Loud
and Incredibly Close” at the Palm
Springs International Film Festi-
val gala on Jan. 7.
Each of the director’s three pre-

vious films, “Billy Elliott” (2000),
“TheHours”(2002)and“TheRead-
er”(2008),havegarneredAcademy
Awards nominations for Daldry.
The British filmmaker is also a
two-time Tony Award winner.
“Stephen Daldry has garnered

internationalacclaimasadirector,
bringing his consummate skill to
both the cinema and stage,” saidIID officials wary of Salton Sea agreement

NUMBER OF REGISTERED WEAPONS
The number of assault weapons registered with peace officers with the
California Department of Justice from Jan. 1 through Nov. 30 of this year in
Riverside County.

■ Cathedral City Police Department: 3
■ Desert Hot Springs Police Department: 1
■ Indio Police Department: 1
■ Palm Springs Police Department: 1

■ Riverside Police Department: 12
■ Riverside County District
Attorney’s Office: 2
■ Riverside County Sheriff’s Office: 45

SOURCE: The information was compiled by the state Department of Justice in response to a Public Records Act
request by The Associated Press. An annual breakdown was available only for 2011 because the records are not
kept electronically.

SEE THE FULL LIST OF ASSAULT WEAPONS REGISTERED WITH OFFICERS AT MYDESERT.COM

By Keith Matheny
The Desert Sun

As Bruce Kuhn helped negoti-
ateoneof themostsignificantwa-
ter deals in the history of the
American west, his colleague on
the board of the Imperial Irriga-
tion District, Don Cox, had one
overriding concern.
“Don said, ‘Whatever happens,

you cannot have the valley or the
IID responsible for that Salton
Sea,’ ” Kuhn, an Imperial County
farmer and former IID board
member, recalled this week. Cox
died in 2006.
“To that end, we went to great

lengths when I helped negotiate
this thing that the state — some-
one — was going to take respon-
sibility.”
“This thing” is the Quantifica-

tion Settlement Agreement, or
QSA, a landmark water deal en-
acted in 2003. It was designed to
help end arguments over the
West’s most important, most par-

titioned water source, the Col-
orado River.
The agreement brought about

the largest agriculture-to-urban
water transfer inU.S.history,with
up to 200,000 acre-feet of water a
yearflowingfromImperialValley
farmlandstoSanDiegoCountyfor
75 years. A smaller amount ofwa-
teralsocomestotheCoachellaVal-
ley as part of the deal.
But with the pact tied up in lit-

igation — and a recent appellate
court ruling that appears to allow
the state to get out of its commit-
ment to pay for transfer-related

CareFusion staying in the valley

6 weapons registered with valley police
departments, 45 with county deputies

Do’s and
dont’s to
cure your
holiday
hangover

■ HEALTH

Stephen Daldry will receive the
Director of the Year Award at the
Palm Springs International Film
Festival gala. SUBMITTED PHOTO

IF YOU GO
THE PALM SPRINGS
INTERNATIONAL FILM
FESTIVAL AWARDS GALA
When: Jan. 7
Where: The Palm Springs
Convention Center, 277 N. Avenida
Caballeros, Palm Springs
Tickets: Gala seats start at $350 and
are on sale now
Information: (760) 322-2930;
www.psfilmfest.org
More online: Watch a trailer for
“Extremely Loud and Incredibly
Close” at mydesert.com/filmfest

By Don Thompson
The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO—Peace officers
throughout California have
bought more than 7,600 assault
weapons that are outlawed for
civilians in the decade since state
lawmakers allowed the practice,
according to data obtained by The
Associated Press after it was re-
vealed that federal authorities are
investigating illegal gun sales by
law enforcement.
Investigators havenot saidwhat

kinds of weapons were involved,
but did say theywere ones that of-
ficerscanbuybutcivilianscannot.
Thatcategoryalsocanincludecer-
tain types of handguns and
high-capacity ammunition maga-
zines.
Data shows Riverside County

sheriff’s deputies bought 45 guns
this year, while three purchases
were registered with the Cathe-

dral City Police Department and
one each with the Palm Springs,
Desert Hot Springs and Indio po-
lice departments.
Some local purchases included

AR-15 semiautomatic rifles.
Cathedral City police Lt. Chuck

Robinson said theweapons cost at
least $800 to $900 each.
His department has about 10 of

these commonly used long guns,
but “They’re old; they’re Vietnam
War-era,” he said.
All purchasesmust be inspected

internally to make sure they fall
within department guidelines, al-
though officers may customize
their weapons to improve usage,
local law enforcement officials
said.
“Wemightactuallymakeitmore

conducive to police work,” Palm
Springs police Sgt. Mike Kovaleff
said.
He added that AR-15 rifles are

Los Angeles Police Department Cmdr. Andrew Smith holds a
police assault rifle similar to the one he bought for himself. State
police officers have bought more than 7,600 assault weapons.
DAMIAN DOVARGANES/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

By Mariecar Mendoza
The Desert Sun

PALM SPRINGS — The city’s largest man-
ufacturing business is staying, savingnear-
ly 300 jobs.
Executives of CareFusion met with em-

ployeesWednesday to tell them the compa-

nyiskeepingitsfactoryinPalmSpringsand
has dropped plans to move the operation to
Minnesota.
Thedecisionby theSanDiego-basedcom-

pany is a big win for city officials and local
economic development experts who had
worked formonths to devise an array of in-
centives to keep the plant in Palm Springs,
where it was established in 1965.
“This is huge news for the city of Palm

Springsandour local economy,” saidMayor
Steve Pougnet in a statement.
The decision keeps one of the Coachella

Valley’s largest employers inplaceata time
when local cities are desperately trying to

recover from years of double-digit unem-
ployment and to attract newbusinesses, es-
pecially in manufacturing.
CareFusion produces some of the most

technologically advanced ventilators and
diagnostic devices for acute respiratory
careintheworld,andseveraltypesareman-
ufactured at the Palm Springs plant by 270
skilled workers.
In July, CareFusion announced it would

shut down thePalmSprings facility by2013
to transfer its production lines to a sister
plant inPlymouth,Minn. after the company
determined it would be more efficient to

Board seeking ‘Plan B’
in case state allowed to
get out of water deal

The shoreline of the Salton Sea
Recreational Area on Sept. 2.
PHOTO COURTESY OF LINDA BEAL Please see IID, A2

Please see FESTIVAL, A7

Please see WEAPONS, A2

CareFusion at 1100 Bird Center Drive is
keeping its factory in Palm Springs and has
dropped plans to move to Minnesota.
OMAR ORNELAS/THE DESERT SUN Please see CARE, A7
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Festival Chairman Harold
Matzner in a release.
Adapted from Jonathan

Safran Foer’s 2005 best-
seller of the same name,
“Extremely Loud and In-
credibly Close” is the story
of11-year-oldOskarSchell’s
attempt to reconnect and
make sense of his father’s
death on 9/11 at the World
Trade Center.
ThefilmstarsTomHanks,

Sandra Bullock and new-

comer Thomas Horn as Os-
kar.
“What Daldry achieves in

‘Extremely Loud and In-
credibly Close’ above all
else, is capturing the sweet
innocence of a child and
breaking it down to rawmo-
ment number one, while
never getting over zealous
in the power he possesses,”
critic Clayton Davis wrote
on the the website award-
scircuit.com.
In addition to Daldry’s

Palm Springs honor, “Ex-
tremely Loud and Incredi-
bly Close” has been nomi-

nated for four Critics’
Choice Movie Awards: best
picture, best director, best
adapted screenplay and
best young actor.
For the gala, Daldry will

walk the red carpet at the
Palm Springs Convention
Center with previously an-
nouncedhonoreesBradPitt,
George Clooney, Michelle
Williams, Charlize Theron,
Octavia Spencer and Glenn
Close.
ThePalmSpringsInterna-

tional Film Festival runs
Jan. 5-16 at various theaters
in Palm Springs.

FESTIVAL
Continued from A1

combine the operations.
But after further review,

the company decided it
made more sense to stay in
Palm Springs, CareFusion
spokeswoman Suzanne
Hatcher said.
“When we took another

look at the plan, there had
been several changes
through the year to the in-
dustry that it just made
sense to remain in Palm
Springs,” she said, citing an
increase of demand for the
company’s respiratory
products as one of the fac-
tors.
“You don’t want to shift

manufacturing lines during
that timetoensurethereare
no disruptions to cus-
tomers,” Hatcher said.
Other considerations

were given to changes to in-
ternational regulatory re-
quirements, which would
have greatly affected the
company’s efficiency.
“Even just a change of ad-

dress of a manufacturing
plant could have caused is-
sues, and many of the prod-
ucts wemake go overseas,”
she said.
The former Cardinal

Health light-manufacturing

plant in Palm Springs has
operated as a spin-off com-
pany of San Diego-based
CareFusion Corp. since Au-
gust 2009.
But the flying-saucer

shapedbuildingat1100Bird
Center Drive has long been
a hub for manufacturing
jobs.
Aeronautical engineer

Forrest M. Bird invented a
respiratorforhomeandhos-
pital use and founded Bird
Corp. in 1954 to open the
city’s first factory line in
1965.
“There’s a history here.

That’s one of the reasons
why when they decided to
move it it was doubly disap-
pointing for us,” said John
Raymond,thecity’sdirector
ofCommunity andEconom-
icDevelopment.“Itwaseco-
nomics, but it was emotion-
al.”
But officials from Palm

Springs, the Coachella Val-
ley Economic Partnership,
Southern California Edison
andthestateallpartneredto
sway the company to stay
withacombinationof incen-
tives, the details of which
werenot immediatelyavail-
able.
City incentives helped

keep then-Bird Medical
Technologies in Palm
Springs in1998,when it said

itwould relocate its $10mil-
lion ventilator manufactur-
ing company, Raymond
said.
Between state subsidies,

the city’s efforts to try and
bring the company into the
free trade zone, and other
programs to assist its em-
ployees, Raymond said
“they decided this plant is a
very good location for
them.”
“Now there’s an opendoor

that says that in two to three
years, if there’sanothereco-
nomic hit or a competitive-
ness issue, theyhave a lot of
people they can turn to who
will work on a solution,”
Raymond said of the part-
nerships that have formed
to keep CareFusion in the
desert. “Everybody’s got
their back.”
Tom Flavin, president

and CEO of the Coachella
Valley Economic Partner-
ship, now vows to continue
working with CareFusion
to “ensure they remain in
the Coachella Valley for
the long-term.”

Mariecar Mendoza covers the city of
Palm Springs for The Desert Sun. She
can be reached at (760) 778-4669 or
mariecar.mendoza@thedesert-
sun.com. Follow her on Twitter
@TDSMarMendoza.

Debra Gruszecki contributed to this
article.

CARE
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NATION

No votes, but things seem
to be going Romney’s way
By Kasie Hunt
and Steve Peoples
The Associated Press

KEENE, N.H. — The stars
may be aligning for Mitt
Romney — and at just the
right time.
Four years after his failed

WhiteHousebid,theformer
Massachusetts governor’s
strategy in the 2012 Repub-
lican presidential race has
long been premised on a re-
spectable finish in theJan. 3
Iowacaucusesfollowedbya
decisive New Hampshire
victory to drive momentum
heading intoSouthCarolina,
Florida and beyond.
To be sure, no one has vot-

ed yet. The outcome in Iowa
will shape the race, the con-
test has beenmercurial and
Romney still faces hurdles,
not the least of which is his
failure to become the cho-
sen one inGOPcircles after
running for president for
the better part of five
years.
Still, his preferred sce-

nario is looking more plau-
sible now, thanks to Ron
Paul’s helpful ascent, Newt
Gingrich’s slide and frac-
tures among conservatives
who have not rallied behind
an alternative to Romney.
There’s a growing sense in-
side and outside of Rom-
ney’scampaignthathispath
to the nomination is clearer
than it has been in weeks.
“Barringa tornado, things

are starting to line up for
Romney at the right time,”
said Dave Roederer, an un-
aligned Republican who
served as Sen. John Mc-
Cain’sIowacampaignchair-
man in 2008.
Indeed, with voting set to

begin in just 12 days,

polling suggests that the
latest candidate to chal-
lenge Romney’s place atop
the field, Gingrich, is slip-
ping in Iowaandelsewhere
under the weight of nega-
tive advertising fueled by
Romney allies and other
campaigns.
Political observers sug-

gest that even if Romney
doesn’t win Iowa — which
has never warmed to him,
and dealt himablow in 2008
— he’s on safer ground in
New Hampshire’s Jan. 10
primary.
His hope is that victory

here, a state that’s essential-
ly his adopted home, could

help him overcome trouble
in South Carolina, an evan-
gelical bastion that spurned
him four years ago but
where he now has the cov-
eted endorsement of tea
party favorite Gov. Nikki
Haley.
“Itdoesn’thelpyoutopeak

in August or September, or
October—you need to peak
onElectionDay,”saidJamie
Burnett, an unaligned GOP
operativewholedRomney’s
New Hampshire political
operation four years ago.
“Romneyismakinghisclos-
ing argument now and
seems to be in a pretty
strong position.”

Republican presidential candidate former Mass. Gov. Mitt
Romney delivers a pizza to patrons while campaigning at
Village Pizza in Newport, N.H. on Wednesday. CHARLES
KRUPA/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Season Hours: Tuesday thru Sunday
Lunch 11:00-2:30 Tuesday-Saturday • Dinner 5:00-Closing

Sunday Chicken Dinner 3:00-Closing

CHRISTMAS DINNER
From 2pm — Traditional Roast Turkey
Dinner or Murph’s Original Pan Fried

Chicken with all the trimmings.
$19.95

MURPH’S GASLIGHTMURPH’S GASLIGHT
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Closed on
Christmas Eve

HOURS
BREAKFAST8:00AM-11:00AM

LUNCH11:00AM-2:00PM
DINNER5:00PM-10:00PM

CATERING ON OR OFF SITE

spencersrestaurant.com

four blockswest of
palm canyononbaristo

in downtownpalm springs
forreservationscall
760-327-3446
701WESTBARISTOROAD
PALMSPRINGSCA92262

APPETIZERS
CHINESESTYLEKUNGPAOCALAMARI 9.95
BRAISEDBEEF“WELLINGTON”SANDWICHES 12.95
LOBSTERPOTSTICKERS 14.50
SAUTÉEDCRABCAKES 15.95
CRISPFRIEDOYSTERS 12.95
NAKEDTUNAROLL 13.95
AHITUNATARTARE 12.95
FRIEDCOCONUTCRUSTEDSHRIMP 13.50
SPENCER’SHOTAPPETIZERSAMPLER 24.95
SAUTÉEDNANTUCKETJUMBOSEASCALLOPS 14.95
AMERICANPADDLEFISHCAVIAR(PER28GRAMS) 55.00
SIGNATURECOLOSSALSHRIMPCOCKTAIL 27.00
PANSEAREDSONOMAFOIEGRAS 24.95

SOUPS AND SALADS
CHILLED GAZPACHOWITHMAINE LOBSTER 7.95
THREE ONION SOUP 6.95
SPENCER’S SOUP OF THE DAY 6.95
BEEFSTEAK TOMATO TARTAR* 12.00
ICEBERG LETTUCEWEDGE* 7.75
CAESAR SALAD

WITH GRILLED CHICKEN 14.50
WITH GRILLED SHRIMP 15.50
WITHMAINE LOBSTER 29.00

BABY SPINACH AND FRISEE SALAD* 10.00
SPENCER’S HOUSE SALAD* 6.95
TRADITIONAL GREEK SALAD* 10.00
CHOPPED SALAD 10.00
ASIAN CHICKEN SALAD 14.50
AHI TUNANIÇOISE 15.95
BAJA SHRIMP SALAD 16.50
TRADITIONAL COBB SALAD 13.50
WITHMAINELOBSTER 29.00
SLICEDHEIRLOOMTOMATOES&BUFFALOMOZZARELLA 16.50
GARDEN FRUIT SALAD* 12.50

LOWCALORIE DRESSINGS ARE AVAILABLEWITH ALL SALADS

SANDWICHES
MAINE LOBSTER CLUB 22.50
SMOKED SCOTTISH SALMON 14.50
FRESHGRILLEDPORTABELLAMUSHROOMSANDWICH* 10.50
SPENCER’S GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH 7.25

WITH BACON ORHAM 8.25
BACON, LETTUCE AND TOMATO SANDWICH 7.95
EARL’S TURKEY AND SWISS BURGER 9.95
GRILLED HALF-POUND SIRLOIN BURGER 9.95
VEGETARIAN BURGER* 9.95
GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH 10.95
REUBEN SANDWICH 11.95
TUNA SALAD SANDWICH 9.95
EGG SALAD SANDWICH 7.95
TRADITIONAL TRIPLE DECKER CLUB 12.95
LITE LUNCH - 1/2 SANDWICH AND SOUP 12.95

ALL SANDWICHES ANDHAMBURGERS ARE SERVEDWITH YOUR CHOICE
OF HOMEMADE POTATO CHIPS FRENCH FRIES, OR ONION RINGS

3COURSEPRIXFIXELUNCHMENU19.50

ENTREES
WILDMUSHROOMRAVIOLI* 14.95
SPAGHETTINICARBONARA 11.25
BEEFANDVEALJUMBOTORTELLINI 19.95
SAUTÉEDSHRIMPANDLOBSTERRAVIOLIS 25.95
GRILLEDDOUBLEBREASTOFCHICKEN 14.95
MOROCCANDOUBLEBREASTOFFREERANGECHICKEN 19.95
PRIMESIRLOINORLOBSTERQUESADILLA 19.50
PANFRIEDLAKESUPERIORWHITEFISH 19.00
CORNEDBEEFHASH 11.95
GRILLEDNORWEGIANSALMON 18.50
EGGSBENEDICT 12.50

WITHSMOKEDSCOTTISHSALMON 15.50
SURFANDTURFBENEDICT 25.00
PANFRIEDLIVERANDBACON 19.50
MAINELOBSTEROMELETTE 22.50
SPINACHANDWILDMUSHROOMFRITTATA 14.50
SAUTÉEDPANKOCRUSTEDTOFU* 10.95
RIBEYESTEAK(10OZ.) 22.00

* VEGETARIAN
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