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Housing Authority to handle RDA projects
County grapples with aftermath
of Redevelopment Agency’s end
City News Service

RIVERSIDE — The Board
ofSupervisorsTuesdaydes-
ignated the county Housing
Authority to manage pub-
licly funded affordable
housing projects initiated
by the Redevelopment
Agency, which was elimi-
nated by state legislation
last year along with nearly
400 other RDAs throughout
California.
In a 4-0 vote—with board

Chairman John Tavaglione
absent — the supervisors
named theHousingAuthor-
ity as “successor agency” to
the county RDA in all hous-
ing-related matters.
The county’s Economic

Development Agency was

designated in March as the
principal successor agency,
overseeingall revitalization
projects not connected to
housing.
There are several dozen

RDAprojectsontapcounty-
wide, though theexactnum-
ber of low- to moderate-
income housing projects
could not be immediately
confirmed.
“The critical issue for the

county is creating more

jobs,” said Supervisor Bob
Buster. “Infrastructure im-
provements and redevelop-
ment contribute to that.”
He expressed concerns

about securing funding to
complete remaining and fu-
tureRDAprojectsasdoubts
linger about how to pay for
them.
The board will hold a

workshop on redevelop-
ment during its Jan. 24
meeting.
In June, Gov. Jerry

Brown signed Assembly
bills 1x26 and 1x27, which
mandated phasing out
RDAs statewide and pro-
vided for an alternate pro-
gram under which revital-
ization projects would be
allowed to continue.
Supporters of the legisla-

tion argued that redevelop-
ment dollars — gleaned
fromhigherpropertytaxre-
ceipts that result from pro-

jects—wouldbebetterused
to fund schools and other
municipal functions during
the current tight budgetary
times.
Opponents, including

Riverside County, coun-
tered that RDA projects
provided localized econom-
ic stimulus, creating con-
struction jobs, eradicating
blight and raising commer-
cial and residential proper-
ty values.
The League of California

CitiesandtheCaliforniaRe-
development Association
filed a lawsuit challenging
the changes to redevelop-
ment.
The California Supreme

Court heard arguments in
thematterandhandeddown
a Dec. 29 ruling upholding
the legislation ending rede-
velopment but striking
down a law requiring coun-
ties and cities to fork over

roughly $1.7 billion by
mid-January and make ag-
gregate annual payments of
$400 million to fund grade
schools, community col-
leges,firedistrictsandtran-
sit districts under the “Al-
ternative Voluntary Rede-
velopment Program.”
Despite the decision, enti-

ties that wish to continue
their redevelopment pro-
grams using successor
agencies will be required,
underAB1x26, tosharerev-
enues derived from pro-
jects.
According to the statute,

fundsnotusedtocoverRDA
debtandoverheadcostswill
be “remitted to (a county’s)
auditor-controller for (pro-
portional) distribution to
cities, the county, special
districts and school dis-
tricts.”
“The legislation that abol-

ished RDAs and funding

that had been available will
now go back to the black
holeofSacramento,”Super-
visor Jeff Stone said Tues-
day. “The state is balancing
its books on the backs of lo-
cal governments. It’s a
shame.”
Riverside County’s rede-

velopment agency, with
about $100million in annual
revenue, is the state’s sev-
enth-largest. A total of 625
redevelopment projects
have been completed in the
county.
Thereare37projects inthe

pipeline, including road im-
provements, parks, libraries,
affordable housing complex-
esandpublicsafetyfacilities,
county officials said.
Stonesaidoneofthepoints

of discussion at the board’s
Jan. 24 meeting should be
downsizing staff in the
county’s now-defunct Rede-
velopment Agency.

Annual Fashion Week
El Paseo to feature
‘Project Runway’ alumni
City News Service

PALM DESERT — The
seventh annual Fashion

Week El
Paseo,which
runs March
17-27, will
feature con-
testants and
w i n n e r s
from the
television
show “Pro-

ject Runway.”
The March 21 “Stars of

Project Runway” event
will feature eight show
winners and all-stars,
some of whom appear in
the current season, said
Susan Stein, co-producer
of the event and fashion
editorofPalmSpringsLife
magazine.
The following day, cre-

ations from the eight de-
signers, including Palm
Springs-based Michael
Costello andMondo Guer-
ra, will be featured at a
trunk show.
Costello and Guerra

helped set an event atten-
dancerecordwiththeirap-
pearance at FashionWeek
last year.
Other designers in the

“StarsofProjectRunway”
are Mila Hermanovski,
MichaelDrummond,Kara
Janx, Joshua Christensen,
Seth Aaron Henderson
and Gordana Gehlhausen.
FashionWeekElPaseois

held in the El Paseo shop-
ping district and features
nightly runway shows,
trunk shows, receptions,
in-store events and pro-
grams to benefit local
charities.
The event showcases

new designs from estab-
lished designers and de-
signers from the Fashion
Institute of Design and
Merchandising in Los An-
geles.
Events include a canine

fashion day and a runway
show featuring more than
15 El Paseo retailers.
For information and

tickets,visitwww.fashion-
weekelpaseo.com.

Costello

Have an idea for a community story? Please send an
email to localnews@thedesertsun.com

Students learn about career possibilities

Buster Stone

Students from Cathedral City High
School swarmed medical and environ-
mental businesses across the Coachella
ValleyonTuesdayaspartofajobshadow
day.
The students are participating in the

school’s Health and Environmental
Academy of Learning (HEAL), which is

designed to connect high school curric-
ula to career possibilities.
The academy, one of 15 in Coachella

Valley high schools, partners with local
businessesandtheCoachellaValleyEco-
nomic Partnership to offer job shadow-
ing, internships and industry experts.
Businesses the students visited Tues-

dayincludeaCoachellaValleyMosquito
& Vector Control facility in Indio, Cal-
ifornia BioMass in Thermal, Burrtec
Waste Management’s Edom Hill Trans-
fer Station inCathedralCity and JohnF.
Kennedy Memorial Hospital in Indio,
where they observed surgery.

—Michelle Mitchell

Arvin Campo (center) takes notes during a tour of Burrtec Waste Management’s Edom Hill Transfer Station in Cathedral
City as part of a job shadow day for Cathedral City High School students. OMAR ORNELAS/THE DESERT SUN

New Year Special
This Entire
Kitchen
starting at

$8,900
Includes: Cabinets, Granite Counter Tops, Range,
Faucet, Dishwasher, OTR Microwave, Sink and
installation. All this starting at $8,900*

Call today for details!

760-360-7020
Monica Tile & Cabinets
39610 Entrepreneur

Palm Desert, CA 92241
*Electrical and plumbing not included

AUTHORIZED DEALER

Call Today!
Limited
Time!

HAND HELD SHOWER

CONTOURED
SEAT

EASY
ENTRY
DOORLEAK PROOF

DOOR

Reg. Price: $5999

NOW ONLY
$3997

OUR PRICES BEAT ALL OTHERS
THE REVOLUTIONARY 2012

MODELS ARE NOW IN STOCK.
THE MOST ADVANCED WALK-
IN BATHTUBS ON THE PLANET.

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES
Sale Ends 1/31/12

760-671-5869Ca Lic.
306512

WALK-IN BATHTUBSWALK-IN BATHTUBS

DS-0000289733

Complete Eye Exams for glasses or contacts
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Ron Jensen, O.D.

Best Frame Selection

Dr. Jensen’s

760-771-0715
78015 Main St. #107, La Quinta

SPORTS • DESIGNER • VALUE

KNOWLEDGEABLE OPTICIANS • LAB ON PREMISES
DS-0000290589

NEW SPRING
EYEWEAR

ASSORTMENTS
AVAILABLE NOW!!

Member Vision SourceVision Source Network

DS-0000290409

Investment products and services are offered through U.S. Bancorp Investments, Inc. member FINRA and SIPC, an investment
adviser and brokerage subsidiary of U.S. Bancorp and affiliate of U.S. Bank. 0211096

For generations, U.S. Bancorp Investments, Inc. has been helping individuals and
families build, preserve, and transfer their wealth. We are right here in the community.

Discover for yourself how Daniel Tinney can help you achieve your financial goals.

Daniel Tinney
Senior Financial Advisor
Vice President

74-010 El Paseo Dr
Palm Desert, CA 92260

daniel.tinney@usbank.com
760-341-9752

Daniel Tinney
has joined

NOT A DEPOSIT NOT FDIC INSURED NOT GUARANTEED BY THE BANK MAY LOSE VALUE
NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY

Hard Water?
Easy Solutions.

• Authorized, Independent
Kinetico Dealer

• No Sodium*
• No Electricity
• Virtually Maintenance Free
• The Greener Choice
*using a salt substitute

• Locally Owned and
Operated Since 1979

• Serving Riverside County

• Sales, Service
& Rentals for
Residential, Commercial
& Industrial

Call ALLSTAR Fresh Water Systems TODAY for superior water solutions for your home.
(760) 200-0290

$300 off/Free Installation

DS-0000291227


