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Massive area solar plant gets 0K

Officials: Facility planned near Blythe e e AN === ey it

1]5'11 1,000-megawatt solar thermal "ﬂm‘m}ﬁﬂﬂm\hmlmmﬁuﬂiﬂnﬂh&-
hEIp dlverS]fy E!(:Onomy, create ]Obs that usd»edukdlobmkmun%hm overses or outsourcad,” Sabwar sid  tional Park o Blythe The arca is refermd
the end of the year. during a ldephons news conference 1o as the Riverside East solar mne,
BY K KAUFMANN Vally, riggering what area officals hope ~ About 8 milles west of Blythe, the  Monday Al four projecis have raced 1o com-
The Deserl will beaa hain reaction of jobsand dian - project will penerale enough dectricity  The Bithe project is the it of four - plete the approval proacs by the end of
> ion ol thel ar proj that will holp diversify mpwnbetwmmwoand?swm ist-track solar projects to finish a com-  the year in order to qualify for billions of
ever planned on US. public bands soon mcnpm fagging economy. homes, he said. It also will creale more  plex permitting process. that will areate  dolkars in federal stimulus fands.
eould be under way east of the Coachella IS. Socretary of the Interior Ken than 1,000 construction jobs and hmdmkof)ohsmnfﬂmmlkyam Plazsa sse SOLAR, A

3K ELECTION 2010 GOVERNOR'S RACE Salaries for
city, county
employees
now online
Desert Hot Springs only
valley city to fail to report
BY NICOLE C. BRAMBILA

The Desert Sun

The state controlier’s office on Mon-
day launched a new website listing
slhrymdpcrmmhmeﬁuﬁamtyaad

county employees across
The wbsite lists salaries for more

Meg Whitman, Republican candidate for California govemor and former eBay CEO, shakes hands with Sandra Marley, 66, (at right) and her husband ‘The Local Govenment
Ronald Marley, B0, during a campaign visit on Monday ta Sun City Shadow Hils in Indic. Reporting website indudes the slary

health cwre payments. The

mﬁo 10 show which
Whitman says she will bring change |5

name but by position. In mest cases, it

hnsnrllysakryrmnmmsmdm
But recent poll shows Democrat Jerry Brown ahead  How will you vote? ﬂmﬂﬁ:ﬂmﬂmm
For whom will you vote for California governor? 1o an individ
BY NICOLE C. BRAMBILA “Everyone has seen me on TV and on the 1€l us at mydesertcom Rnwghlysjpumlnrmmd
The Desest Sum Iniemet so, this is great 1o shake hands,” Whit- counties complied with the new re-
Republican gubernatorial candidate Meg Whit-  man said afier 30 minutes of pressing hands and  haw California works, then vote for my op- porting requirements, according to the
man made a stop al Sun City Shadow Hills in  smiling for cell phone cameras. ponent.” controller’s office.
Indio on Monday, telling roughly 200 peoplethal ~ Whitman hit on familiar themes in brief  Geoff Toner, who runs the creative arts class, In the Coachlls Valley, only Desert
she represents the only hope California has for  remarks 1o supporters, describing the race against  chatted with Whitman for several minutes and Hot Springs was among the 57 ditics and
Democral Jerry Brown as “a choia between a - said he was impressed, nine counties statewide that did not fle
‘The [ormer eBay CEO walked casually around - career politician and a career problem sobver” 2 “I'm for Jess. povernment, lower taxes and sakary reports. The dity could be fined if
an art chass in the cubhouse of the senior line she uses in most campaign stops. petting away fom the philosophy of redis- the Teports are not
community, chatting with students and posing  “If you're laoking for a change, vote for me,”  tribution of walth,” Toner said. “The people we Desert Hot Springs officials did not
for photos. she said. “If you're OK and you're happy with Please see WHITMAN, A2 return phone calls seeking comument
on Monday.

County employee salaries onfine at
Poll: GOP voters | "p#sssacgon
far more fired up

One week before Election
Day, Democrals face a
record-setting “enthusiasm gap” A »
that positions energized Repub- AL SEIB THE ASSOCLATED FRESS.
licans lo score sweeping victo- Fwnte!ICnvaagulbbenﬂlzm
ries in next week's 3 ©on comuption
al clections, a USA To-
dayiGallup Poll finds. A4 ﬂ‘d“um!“"'“’ Araries Supsrir Cout
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Boxer joined by Feinstein on trall

Democrat touts
green jobs at
campaign stop
The Assocuind Press

Sen. Barbara Booer got a Lift

the
mpxdnd as Caiz[em:as muﬂ

popular politician
beganﬂ'iefmalmd&ofalﬂugh
campaign 10 retain the seat she
has held for neady two
decades.

senior ranking in the Senate
afler the two Democrals toured
a Silicon Valley solar man
ulacturing phant that received
stimulus fundi

“In the United Stales Senate,
mudnsmmpiuhudmm:
husofadvomcyam senjor-
ity,” Feinstein said. “Sen. Bar-
bara Boxer is a 10 when il
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ANY PRICE!

Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif, (left) who is running for re-election,
speaks as fellow Demoacratic California Sen. Dianne Feinstein
" puts her hand on her shoulder during their visit on Monday to

sclar panel manufacturer Slion Corp. in San Jase.

comes (o both.”

The campaign event came
after a University of Southem
California-Los Angeles Tirmes
poll rleassd Sunday showed
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ALL EVELRY I THE GTORE 1§ INCLUDED, XCEPTLOOSE DIANONDS & ADVERTISED SPECIALS
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Senale campaign’s final week
Amber Marchand, a com-
mittee  spokeswoman,  said
Monday that the organization
has now spent nearly $8 mil-
lion in support of Forina.

The national GOP typically
directs fts time and money
elsewhere, in part because
Dcmoaauuwa mdcmg-

Boxer maintaining a narrowing
advantage, 47 pmml m 41
percent,  against
challenger Carly Forina, a for-
mer Hewlett-Packard Ca. chief

Monday that Lhc spmdmg

confidence in Eomas ability
10 win.
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WHITMAN: Says using
OWI mMoney sign

of mdependence

Continued from A1

have in office right now are |

poll that showed Whitman
trailing Brown. The poll of 922

likely voters found Brown lead-  Republican

ing with 52 percent to Whit-

I think the L.A. Times poll is
bunk,” she said. “Our inlemnal

Brown has spent the last sev-
eral days on a light campaign
schedule. He and Whitman will
both appear loday at The
Women's Conference in Long

Beach.

‘Whitrnan has adtively courted
Latino volers in Spanish lan-
guage TV and radio spots, par-
ticularly after a former I'wuae
keeper

But the stop at Sun City Shad -
ow Hills  which was open
on}ylnm&nls:md:deedhy

US. Rep. Mary
Bono  Mack,
R-Palm
dearly  aimed
| at the heart of
what  Whit-

Meg,” provided by Whitman's
campaign.

Hlise Hooper, president of the
Sun City Shadow Hills Re-
publicans, said Whitman's han-
dlers contacied the group Sun-
day about the visit and sent out
a mass e-mail to members.

“She can count on our sup-
port, that's one reason why [
think they've brought her here,”
Hooper said
Asked about the §$140 mil-
bon-plus of her own money that
diespﬂmwl‘ﬂmﬂﬂw\

Whitman told

she'’s beenn saying all abng I

allows me Io be independent.
“When you're investing your

own money. you're putting

‘your money where your motith

is," she said

One down, three to go

The Biythe solar project, at 1,000 megawatts the largest project of
its kind ever planned on US. public lands, wen fina! approval from

in lederal loan guarentees, and regional officials hope it will kick
start the green economy in the desert. Approval of the other three

projects is pending.
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Riverside East solar
ummﬂvw

SEUACE US HURIAU.OF LAD MAKACIMIRT ALY SPLINGS. LD CRINCE

Tt paster sun

SOLAR: Hiring likely
won'’t start until 2011

Contimued from A1

Monday's approval brings So

Jar Millerium one siep dlscr lo
519 billion in federal loan guar-
antees that are crucil 1o -

peogle )
commitied to workang with lo-
cal unions and Riverside Coun-
ty Workforce Development 1o
ensure area residents are hired
for the project, he szid.
‘While the company will start
work by the end of the year,
Owens docsn't expect a major
hiring drive unt] early 2011.

Valley economy

Economist John Husing
the jobs will help the valley's
employment Bgures but may
not provide the much-necded
fix for the region’s housing
market - a giticl point for
overall evonomic

said

mit on Friday, citing the hous-

ing issue as the main obstadle 1o

recovery from the recession.
Hcmdwmngall [ourRm.f

R-
“A one-off won't do iL” he
said. “Al some point, you've got

mitigation: Solar
MwFIemrwnsprwsd'rsE.OOO
acres of desert habital for the
desert tortoise and other

mmlopfoduaiono(mew
materials, .. We can install it,
but can we make it? Tm not

- convinoed,” he sid.

Wesley Ahlgren, director of
operations for CVER, is more
optimistic about the snowball
effect the Riverside East projects

o wﬂlhmfnrﬂ)emgmx

While cautioning that any dirat
mmxrrqxn be another
.uhlzmmd:mm“onm
we pet them in there, we gt 3
aritical s with this industry:

“Folks that were on the sdskine
will sy, ‘Maybe s time 1o relocate
or open an office in the desart™



