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Proposed raceway

Plans for a Thermal Motorsports
Park would locate it on a 400-acre
piece of land south of the Jacqueline
Cochran Regional Airport, below
Avenue 60.
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Key approval for track

Project pushed
forward by county
planning board

BY DEBRA GRUSZECKI
The Desert Sun

Thermal Motorsports Park & Club
on Wednesday headed toward the final
stretch in a lengthy approval process to
build a private, country-club modeled
race track near the Jacqueline Cochran
Regional Airport.

Meeting in La Quinta, the Riverside

County Planning Commission ap-
proved land-use modifications for the
project, sending it to the board of
supervisors for the final approval.

“We're elated,” said Blake Miraglia,
an investor in the proposed 4.5-mile
track facility on 330 acres of land of the
2,163-acre Kohl Ranch.

The $70 million project has the
potential to create 477 jobs, according
to one economist.

Testifying in support of the project
were state Assemblyman V. Manuel
Pérez, as well as hospitality and eco-
nomic development leaders from the

Palm Springs Desert Resort Com-
munities Convention and Visitors Au-
thority Coachella Valley Economic
Partnership and Enterprise Zone, and
Fantasy Springs Resort Casino & Con-
vention Center.

“It's a game-changer,” Mike Kelly,
executive director of PGA West and La
Quinta Resort & Club, said as he
described the international attention
the track is getting from the racing
community.

“The global car culture lives,
breathes and resides here in Southern
California,” said Lee Morcus of Kaiser

Restaurant Group. He also holds lead-
ership positions with the CVA and
CVEP.

Jay Chesterton, vice president of
hotel operations and food at Fantasy
Springs Resort Casino, who holds
board positions on the Palm Desert
Chamber of Commerce and the CVA,
called the track an important project,
especially in the east valley, where
unemployment runs as high as 27
percent.

“It's a permanent injection” of jobs
into the economy, Chesterton said.

Please see RACEWAY, A13
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Professional online poker player Robert Fellner lives north of the Las Vegas Strip, but wonders if his livelihood is gone with the federal
action against online gambling operators.

Online poker may fold

Offshore sites closed
as prosecutors look
into possible crimes
BY OSKAR GARCIA

the Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — America’s multibillion-
dollar run at the online poker tables has
been interrupted by what could be a killer
hand: federal prosecutions of the three
biggest websites.

The government has blocked U.S. gam-
blers from logging on to the offshore sites,
which are accused of tricking and bribing
banks into processing billions of dollars in
illegal profits.

Now gamblers who dreamed of enor-
mous prizes in Las Vegas, or even used
online poker to make a living, can’t access
online bankrolls that in some cases reach
six figures.

Some predict the American online poker
industry, estimated to be worth up to
$6 billion, may fold under the weight of
the investigations as it threatens amateur
and professional players, televised tour-
naments, and the marketing machine that
helped Texas Hold ’em emerge from
smoky casinos to become a dominant
form of gambling on the Internet.

“It just cut the head off of everything,”
said Robert Fellner, a 27-year-old Las
Vegas poker pro whose roughly $250,000

bankroll on PokerStars was frozen after the
indictments. “It’s scary. It's much more
scary.”

Federal prosecutors said Wednesday
they expect Internet poker companies
whose employees are being prosecuted to
return money to players, and they’re
reactivating two domain names to make it
easier for that to happen.

The government announced it has
reached agreements with PokerStars and
Full Tilt Poker, two companies named in a
civil money laundering and forfeiture
complaint last week. It will restore the
companies domain names so they can
return money to U.S. players, and the deal
permits them to continue to let players
outside the United States gamble online.

It said in a release that it was prepared to
enter the same agreement with a third
company, Absolute Poker, if the company
chooses to do so.

Returning players’ money

“No individual player accounts were ever
frozen or restrained, and each implicated
poker company has at all times been free to
reimburse any player’s deposited funds,”
U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara said.

Pay-to-play poker sites have been on
shaky legal ground for years in the U.S.,,
but the government hadn’t prevented
gamblers from playing on the three biggest
sites — PokerStars, Full Tilt Poker and
Absolute Poker — before last week’s

indictments of 11 executives and bank
officials.

More than 75 company bank accounts
in 14 countries have been frozen, and
authorities are seeking $3 billion in fines
and restitution.

Poker players, meanwhile, now see an
FBI notice where the websites once were.
Some of them had treated their poker
accounts like savings accounts, leaving
significant portions of their net worth
online and ready to wager anytime.

It appears that they will get that money
back, though it’s not clear when.

Fellner, who won more than $57,000 at a
small World Series of Poker tournament in
2007, is more concerned about how he
would make a living without online poker.
He said cards have been his only source of
income since he was 19, when he matched
his annual salary working at a dry cleaner
by playing online poker for three
months.

Since then, he said he’s made more
money each year and now plays for stakes
that require $5,000 to $15,000 just to
comfortably buy in and compete. He
wouldn’t specify how much he has earned
so far this year.

Fellner relies on online poker because
the Omaha game he prefers isn’t normally
offered at his stakes in the vast majority of
Sin City casinos. He said he could support
himself with savings while he waits for

Please see POKER, A13

palm desert

New tenants
join Westfield

Restaurant and
accessory shop
expand lineup

BY K KAUFMANN
The Desert Sun

A down-home diner and bou-
tique-style accessory shop are
coming to Westfield Palm
Desert later this year, bringing at
least 90 new jobs with them.

Richie’s Real American Diner,
a regional chain with locations
in Temecula, Murrieta and
Rancho Cucamonga, will open
in early October in the second
floor space previously occupied
by Marie Callender’s, said Jenna
LeMaster, marketing director at
the mall.

The chain specializes in
Southern home cooking and
Texas barbecue, along with
burgers, milkshakes and sand-
wiches, with most items on the
menu costing $10 or less.

Charming Charlie, a fast-
growing accessories chain start-
ed in Houston in 2004, will
open in a first-floor space late
summer or early fall, LeMaster
said.

Sally Myers, owner of Richi€’s
Real American with her hus-
band, Gary Myers, said they will
hire between 80 and 100 people

for the new restaurant.

Charming Charlie will start
with about 10 new positions,
said Patty Fadhouli, the com-
pany’s marketing director.

While the chain has more
than 100 stores across the coun-
try, the Palm Desert shop will be
its second location in Califor-
nia, she said.

The only other Charming
Charlie’s in the state is in Thou-
sand Oaks.

The chain has been successful
in many markets, Fadhouli said,
because it has cross-genera-
tional appeal.

“Since we specialize in ac-
cessories, friends, moms and
daughters can shop together
and all find something,” she
said.

Myers also sees Richie’s ap-
pealing to a broad demographic
in the desert, snowbirds and
year-round residents.

The chain was started by My-
ers parents, Jack and Linda
Williams, and like its other
locations, the Palm Desert
restaurant will have an outdoor
barbecue and desserts made
from scratch on site.

“It’s going to be a place where
people can come and have a
down-home meal in a warm
comfortable atmosphere,” she
said.

Blixseth to settle tax
claims with 2 states

Associated Press

BILLINGS, MONT. — Tim
Blixseth is settling unpaid in-
come tax claims from California
and Idaho, but still faces a $56
million bill from Montana.

The former billionaire who
built the sprawling Porcupine
Creek golf estate in Rancho
Mirage disclosed the settlement
Wednesday. He declined to re-
veal how much he will pay.

“While Idaho and California
were disputed claims, we've
reached a mutual settlement for
them to withdraw,” he said.

He said he would not com-
ment further until court doc-
uments related to the settlement
were filed.

Idaho and California tax au-
thorities had alleged he owed
more than $2 million. They

joined forces with Montana
earlier this month on a federal
court petition that could force
involuntary bankruptcy.

That petition was filed in
Nevada, where Blixseth has
transferred most of his assets
into a family trust.

Wednesday’s partial settle-
ment was confirmed by Lynn
Butler, a Texas bankruptcy at-
torney representing Montana
and California in the case.

Butler said Montana still was
seeking approximately $56 mil-
lion from the 59-year-old real
estate baron.

Authorities say he drained
hundreds of millions of dollars
from the exclusive Yellowstone
Club resort prior to its 2008
bankruptcy. Blixseth denies the
allegations.

BUSINESSBRIEFS
detroit

GM worries flow of parts
from Japan may slow

General Motors says it still could be hurt

bly line in South Carolina for its new 787

passenger jet.

The complaint filed by the National Labor
Relations Board said the remedy should in-
clude moving the assembly work back to

Washington state.

by parts shortages caused by the earthquake

in Japan.

But the company doesn’t expect the short-
ages to have a big impact on its financial re-

sults for the year.

washington

Regulators accuse Boeing
of union-busting activity

Federal labor regulators are accusing Boe-

ing Co. of illegally retaliating for a 2008

union strike by adding a non-union assem-

louisville, ky.

build Yum Brands profits

Yum Brands Inc., owner of the Pizza Hut,
Taco Bell and KFC fast-food brands, said
Wednesday that its first-quarter profit rose
10 percent as growth in its China operations
more than offset sluggish performance in

the U.S.

The company’s Taco Bell chain began the
period with momentum in the U.S., but it

Expanding China operations

tacos and burritos.
— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

new york
Sales of iPhones drive

year-ago period.

— USA TODAY

suffered a “significant reversal” — a 2 per-
cent sales drop — after a lawsuit, now with-
drawn, over the percentage of meat in its

Apple profits ever higher

Apple said it sold 18.65 million iPhones in
the latest quarter, up 113 percent from the

On Wednesday, Apple reported a 95 per-
cent profit jump with second-quarter earn-
ings of $5.99 billion on $24.6 billion in rev-
enue compared with $3.07 billion in earn-
ings on revenue of $13.5 billion a year ago.

BUSINESSFACT

I've checked my personal emails ...

SOURCE: YAHOO/IPSOS SURVEY OF 2,017 ADULTS AGE 18 - 64
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CYBA.OB 0.055 0.0% |

DCBC.OB 2.50 0.0%

| IS YOUR COACHELLA VALLEY BUSINESS TRADED OTC? LET US KNOW AT MYDESERT.COM

YTD
NAME HIGH LOW LAST CHG %CHG
A8 |
AES Corp 1327 1278 1288 +41 457
AFLAC 5393 5285 5322 +120 57
ASAGIds 3310 3256 3276 +32 56
AT&T Inc 3050 2991 3043 -18 426
ATCross 11.04 994 11.03 +22 +143
AbtLab 51.98 5005 5080 -29 6.0
AberFitc 7049  68.70 u69.67 +1.54 +20.9
AdamsEx 125 115 1122 +15 +45
AMD 865 841 863 +36 455
Aegon 753 745 750 +24 +223
AEterna g 212 203 207 +09 +203
Agilent 4883 4741 u4864 +190 +17.4
Agrium g 9202 8975 9061 -24 12
AlskAir 6152 6042 6084 +68 +7.3
AlcatelLuc 6.21 601 ub.09 +.33 +105.7
Alcoa 16.80 1661 1664 +20 +8.1
Alexdr 408.63 403.53 408.63 +8.88 -9
Allergan 7771 76.80 u77.66 +1.17 +13.1
AllnceRes 7536 7396 7501 +1.54 +14.1
AlliantEgy ~ 38.63 3840 3847 +36 +46
Altria 2630 2605 2615 -23 462
Ameren 2878 2848 2868 +40 +1.7
AEP 3561 3626 3553 +40 1.3
AGreet 2425 2387 2404 +39 485
AmerMed 2050 2945 2947 -01 +56.3
AmStsWir  34.97 3447 3450 P
Amerigas 4707 4650 4686 +48 -40
Amylin 1288 1255 1269 +20 -137
Apache 12469 123.32 12391 +217 +39
Appleinc 34575 34150 34241 +455 462
ApldMat! 1544 1513 1528 +68 +88
Aptargrp 5123 5067 51.00 +83 472
ArchDan 3585 3637 3581 +.85 +19.0
AriadP 8.20 798 819 +34 +60.6
Ashland 56.76  56.14 56.34 +.84 +10.8
AsdEstat 1633 1606 1620 +03 +6.0
AudCodes 600 58 592 +24 +5
Autoliv 7875 7708 7815 4553 -1.0
AutoZone  284.60 280.45u283.96 +5.68 +4.2
Avista 2360 2342 2360 +43 +48
Avnet 3465 3388 3464 +147 +49
Avon 2889 2844 2885 +64 -7
BPPLC 46.14 4578 4591 +123 439
BP Pru 11839 11617 117156 +1.09 -74
BT Grp 3188 3171 u31.82 +70 +115
BallardPw 215 207 209 . +39.3
BkofAm 1248 1221 1227 -07 -80
BkAmpfv 2527 25614 2527 +.08 +36
BariPVixrs 2585 2544 d2565 -1.12 -31.8
BassettF 822 807 821 +09 +955
Bemis 3259 3227 3228 +33 -12
BerkHaA 122,815 121,740122,472 +1,713  +1.7
BerkH B 8190 8111 8172 +1.22 +20
BlkHilsCp ~ 33.33 3296 33.19 +55 +10.6
BobEvans 3151 3099 3122 +08 -53
Boeing 7532 7415 7507 +1.92 +150
BookMill 4.40 425 427  +02 -264
BostBeer 9400 9213 9269 -11 25
BostonSci 714 703 708 +05 65
BrMySq 2782 2756 2770 +25 +46
Brunswick 2639 2561 26.02 +1.08 +38.8
CBLAsc 1780 1748 1770 +05 +1.1
CBSA 2482 2444 2475 +65 +30.1
CH Engy 50.87 5047 5071 +72 437
CMS Eng 1941 1919 1939 +35 +42
CsX 7707 7210 7403 201 +146
CVB Fncl 9.31 913 930 +15 +7.3
CVvSCare 3630 3598 3625 +58 +4.3
CallGolf 709 678 699 +27 -134
CallonP h 6.60 645 656 +10 +10.8
CampSp 3362 3319 33.33 . A1
CapsThera 43 39 43 +02 259
CascdeCp 4650 4545 4640 +1.25 -19
CedarF 1937 1907 1920 +26 +26.6
Celgene 5730 5630 56.66 +.28 -4.2
CenterPnt ~ 18.16  17.88 ui8.11  +30 +152
CVtPS 2298 2277 2288 +21 447
CntryLink 3984 3939 3955 +22 -143
Cerner 11458 111.66 11258 +267 +188
CerusCp 2.84 270 272 +02 +106
ChkPoint 5380 5313 53.38 +.84 +154
Cheesecake 30.86  30.18 3060 +.75 -2
Chemed 67.38 6667 67.36 +1.01 +6.1
ChesEng 3296 3201 3221 +23 +24.3
ChesUtl 4188 4149 4188 +42  +9
Chevron 108.34 107.01 107.81 +2.41 +181
Chicos 1519 1496 1499 +07 +246
CIBER 605 595 603 +11 +288
Cisco 1696 1679 1693 +32 -163
Citigrp 4.60 452 457 +04 34
CityNC 5719 5617 5624 -37 -83
Clarcor 4387 4325 4385 +85 422
Clorox 69.55 6898 69.27 +48 495
ColSprtw 6203 6118 61.77 +1.58 +24
Comcast 2491 2454 2487 +58 +13.7

YTD
NAME HIGH LOW LAST CHG %CHG
Comcspcl 2338 2308 2329 +44 +125
Comerica 3711 3640 3660 -04 -134
CmwReitrs 2632 2605 2615 +18 425
ComstkRs ~ 29.22 2836 2880 +45 +17.3
Con-Way 3801 3746 37.76 +57 433
ConAgra 2474 2433 2436 -11 479
ConEd 5076 5030 50.71 +56 +23
ConstellA 2289 2233 u2240 -20 +11
CooperCo 7539 7392 u7430 +60 +31.9
CoreLogic ~ 1802 17.78 1783 -01 -37
CornPdts 5385 5310 u53.64 +1.04 +16.6
Corning 2053 19.99 2047 +78 460
CortsJCP97 2501 2480 2501 +.01 +.1
CostPlus 1127 1088 1117  +19 +152
Costco 7867 7740 u7856 +1.85 +8.8
Crane 5008 4932 4961 +82 +20.8
Cree Inc 4050 3888 d39.68 -1.13 -39.8
CrosTim 4517 4455 4500 +29 +128
CullenFr 5065 59.13 5956 +65 -26
CypSemi 1946 1884 1942 +1.14  +45
DPL 3021 29.96 u30.17 +258 +17.3
DST Sys 5343 4813 4851 -450 494
DTE 4956  49.07 4940 +70 +9.0
Daktronics 1087 1041 1076 +56 -324
Danahers 5370  53.12 u5356 +92 +135
Dell Inc 15631 1506 1518 +30 +12.0
DeltaAir 919 891 d9.07 -06 -280
Deluxe 2710 2674 2697 +69 +17.2
Diageo 7974 7897 7901 +47 463
Diebold 36.78 3554 u36.61 +1.52 +14.2
DrxFBull s 2909 2846 2874 +40 432
Disney 4246 4176 4204 +69 +121
DomRescs ~ 44.85 4435 4448 +17 +4.1
Ducomun 2341 2309 2322 +20 466
DukeEngy ~ 1847 1827 1844 +22 435
DukeRlty 1487 1451 ul484 +32 +1941
I -
EMC Cp 2832 27.00 u27.96 +1.24 +22.1
ErthLink 810 790 809 +14 59
Eastgrp 4465 4409 4452 +39 452
Eaton's 5361 51.61 5350 +.87 454
EatnVan 3322 3290 3294 +44 490
Ecolab 5190 5117 5136 -01 +1.9
Edisonint 3877 3844 3874 +56 +4
ElPasoCp 1905 18.66 u19.04 +56 +38.4
Elan 843 820 uB40 +23 +46.6
ElectSci 1569 1528 1564 +45 -24
EpicorSft 1272 1250 u1253  -02 +24.1
EqtyRsd 5754 5644 u57.40 +1.10 +105
EricsnTel 1271 1260 1268 +49 +10.0
EssexPT 12842 126.72u12827 +1.43 +123
Exelon 4091 4039 4054 +25 -26
ExxonMbl 8568 84.87 8565 +1.85 +17.1
Ferrellgs 2620 2610 2616 +.08 +2.1
FifthThird 1353 1322 1332 -04 93
FFinSve 415 405 405 -05 -5
FstHorizon 1095 1068 1073 -08 -89
FirstEngy 3908 3858 3889 +37 451
FordM 1520 1484 1509 +43 -101
FranceTel 2274 2258 2266 +65 475
FrankRes 12430 122.83 12413 +275 +11.6
FMCG s 5490 5305 5330 +158 -11.2
FrontierCm 8.04 794 797 +04 -184
. GH |
GabelliET 619 608 6.10 . 16
Gannett 1543 1514 1530 +13 +14
GaylrdEnt 3390 3334 3358 +48 -66
GAlnv 2853 2801 2831 +49 456
GenElec 2054 2028 2040 +13 +115
GenMot n 3038 2942 2093 +34 -188
Gensco 4154 4044 4154 +165 +10.8
GenOn En 362 354 359 +04 58
GaGulf 3887 3745 3866 +1.19 +60.7
Gerdau 1214 1186 1214 +32 -132
GileadSci 4101 4033 4078 +15 +125
GlacierBe 1468 1425 1467 +44 29
GlaxoSKin 4154 4128 4144 +77 457
GlobHi 1283 1261 1275 -01 -23
GraniteC 2708 2636 2650 +43 -34
GtPlainEn 2014 19.92 1998 +25 430
GreenbCos ~ 26.76 2544 2568 -24 +223
HMS Hld 8119 8032 80.70 +30 +24.6
Hallibrtn 4994 4937 4968 +67 +21.7
HallwdGp 2158 2137 2144 -23 -188
HarleyD 3839 3745 3787 +26 492
HartfdFn 2738 2684 2718 +73 426
HaupDig 2.38 215 223 +.08 -4
HawaiiEl 2458 2433 2452 +36 476
Heinz 5086 50.42 u50.73 +40 +2.6
Hershey 5699 5646 56.58 +.07 +20.0
HewlettP 4119 4065 4089 +90 -29
HonwllIntl 5948 57.77 5874 +128 +105
Hormel s 2865 2835 2846 +28 +11.0
HospPT 2434 2400 2416 +37 449
HostHotls 1765 1735 1764 +33 -13
HuntBnk 659 634 640 -04 -68

YTD
NAME HIGH LOW LAST CHG %CHG
IdexxLabs 80.00 7897 u79.88 +1.74 +154
iShBraz 7819 7734 78.04 +1.39 +8
iShJapn 1020 10.14 1018 +15 -67
iShSilver 4431 4315 udd12 +1.12 +462
iShChina25 ~ 46.08 4565 4599 +1.15 6.7
iShEMkts 49.76 4944 4974 4115 +44
iS Eafe 6173 6143 6167 +1.53 459
iShR2K 8390 8325 83.83 +1.68 +7.1
Idacorp 3826 3807 3819 +50 433
Imw 5404 5339 5386 +96 +9
ImunoGn 1327 12.76 u13.06 +.26 +41.0
Intel 2144 2094 2141 +155 +18
InterNAP 716 684 716 +41 +17.8
IBM 16589 162.19 164.75 -65 +123
IntiGame 1615 1596 1601 +22 -95
Invacare 31.88 3152 3180 +32 455
IronMtn 35650 3296 3300 -1.90 +31.9
JDASoft 2930 2891 2930 +68 +4.6
JPMorgCh 4497 4394 4456 -09 450
Jefferies 2351 2298 2314 +13 134
Johndn 6454 6318 6439 +1.70 +41
JohnsnCtl 4040 38.86 40.13 +1.81  +5.1
JnprNtwk 3060 3648 3926 +79 +463
Kaman 36.13 3544 3586 +.66 +234
Kennamtl 3981 3936 3970 +87 +6
Keycorp 8.56 828 835 -04 56
Kimco 1868 1842 1857 +28 +29
KindME 7585 7518 u75.66 +71 477
KnightTr 1862 18.00 1818 -53 -43
KomFer 2108 2062 2107 +70 -88
KrispKrm 5.48 536 548 +08 -215
LVSands 46.72 4570 4585 +.65 -2
Lattice 6.24 599 620 +34 423
LeggPlat 2354 2325 2342 +45 429
Level3 169 159 161 -01 +638
LbtyASE 535 528 530 +09 475
LbtyASG 460 453 457 406 +75
LincNat 2969 2914 2021 +39 450
LockhdM 7873 7759 7788 +87 +11.4
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CALIFORNIA LIFESTYLE REALTY SALUTES OUR

SUCCESSFULLY ASSIST BOTH BUYERS AND
SELLERS IN THIS VERY COMPLICATED AND
CHALLENGING REAL ESTATE MARKET.

COME VISIT ONE OF OUR LA QUINTA LOCATIONS:
TOURNAMENT CLUBHOUSE AT PGA WEST™,

MOUNTAIN / DUNES CLUBHOUSE
AND OLD TOWN LA QUINTA

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL

760-564-1200

YTD YTD YTD
NAME HIGH LOW LAST CHG %CHG | NAME HIGH LOW LAST CHG %CHG | NAME HIGH LOW LAST CHG %CHG
Lowes 2733 2664 26.66 +6.3 | Novell 610 607 609 +03 +29 | SmitnfF 2354 2319 2342 +25 +135
T mngAMR y 4454 4417 4448  +51 454 | SonyCp 3015 2994 30.14 +43 -156
alMun 842 833 834 +04 34| SouthnCo 3860 3832 3849 +30 +7
MBIA 10.60 986 1055 +53 -12.0 | NvCSQ 1305 13.02 13.05 +.06 +1 | SwiGas 3866 38.16 3866 +89 +5.4
MDU Res 2343 2315 2341  +51 +155 | NIPIM2 11.59 1151 1157 +08 -28 | SpecOpps 1542 1536 1536 +.10 +4.1
MMT 691 676 676 -05 20 | NuPP 1821 1813 1318 +05 27 | SprintNex ~ 4.88 475 480 +.06 +135
MGIC 870 721 745 94 269 | NuvPl4 145 1139 1139 -0  -48 | StancpFn 4345 4300 4306 +53 46
MGMRsts 1379 1333 1340 +10  -98 | Nvidia 1895 1827 1857 +55 +206| SpMals 4030 3989 4002 +52 442
MPSTech ~ 10.38 1013 1031 +33 -320
“ SP Engy 7866 7792 7862 +1.81 +152
Magnalgs 4892 4656 4864 4264 65 SPDRFncl 1610 1595 1601 +04  +4
MKVGold 6311 6207 6210 +46 +10|0CZTech 1040 625 823 137 4707 | oot 770 3739 375 160 476
MarlntA %65 3516 3528 +36 -151| OGEEngy 5240 5131 u5235 +1.74 +160 | o 9074 2041 06 +49 92
MStewrt 385 370 380 .. -140|OccPet 10107 9901 10086 4215 428 | o pG S0 e 57 *'12 b
MarvellT 1596 1556 1592 +54 142 | OfficeMax 1298 1247 1257 -12 -290 | D&"9as : : o Hle 48,
McKesson 8243 8142 uB195 +1.04 +164 | OldRepub 1272 1253 1268 411 70 | Slrbucks 3700 3653 3689 +75 +148
Medtmic H20 4056 4068 -1 497 | OmegaHt 2030 2386 w205 424 472 | et 4655 4579 4602 +33 -7
Mensw 2739 2691 2725 +57 +9.1 | ONEOK 6667 6512 6654 4249 4200 | SUMRUG 2099 2059 2092 +33 +368
MentorGr 1437 1419 1420 +06 +183 | ONEOKPt 8444 8358 us416 +39 +59 | SubPpne 5699 5630 5632 +34  +4
Merck 3423 3395 3404 +29 55| Oracle 3437 3383 3411 +44 490 | SunCmts 37.05 3662 ud7.01 +48 +11.1
MercGn 3868 3822 3831 +21 -10.9 | OshkoshCp 3459 3398 3411 +36 -32 SunLfFng 3149 3106 3127 +56 +39
MetPro 1167 1138 1149  +16  -27 | PC Mall 1047 1047 1024 +.15 4353 | Sunoco 4240 4151 4159 -03 432
MexEqt 1164 1152 1164 +24 +27 | PG&E Cp 4571 4509 4513 +39 57 | Superiorind 2574 2494 2521 +66 +1838
MicronT 1141 1089 11.39  +87 +420 | PMIGrp 215 185 d1.86 -21 -43.6 | SurWest 17.83 1545 ul750 +48 +63.6
Microsoft 2600 2551 2576 +61  -7.7 | PNM Res 1489 1472 1477 +18 +13.4 | Syntroleum 1.90 179 184 +.05 -5
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RACEWAY: Project now goes to supervisors

Continued from ATl

No one who attended the
hearing raised objections to the
project. In the past, opponents
have said they were troubled by
the potential for high-decibel
noise as well as groundwater
pollution.

The project is envisioned as a
club where the owners of
high-performance cars would
buy memberships and build
elaborate garages to store and
work on their collections of
vehicles.

The track would be used for
races, car shows and events,
movies, and photo shoots and
possibly as a testing ground for
new-car manufacturers.

Doug Vance, vice president
of the HIN. & Frances C.
Berger Foundation, which
owns 143 acres of land near the
proposed track, said the ex-
ecutive committee of the non-
profit organization sees op-
portunity for the track to offer
vocational training to youth
and on-the- road training to
emergency service personnel,

as well.

Planning commission mem-
ber John Roth called the pro-
ject design unique and con-
sistent with what’s developing
in the east valley, such as the
Empire Polo Club.

“I hope this will have a resid-
ual effect” and attract projects
that will generate jobs and help
the region get ahead, Roth
said.

The commission approval
moved other decisions to the
board of supervisors regarding
the 2,163-acre Kohl Ranch.

Zoning and plan modifications
included approvals on light
commercial or retail develop-
ment areas and two residential
tracts, one allowing up to 1,171
dwellings on land that includes
a 33-acre lake.

The other residential area,
which is not part of the track
project, includes a proposal for
up to 879 dwellings.

Debra Gruszecki covers tourism, CVEP
and Indian gaming for The Desert Sun.
She can be reached at DebraGruszec-
ki@thedesertsun.com or (760)
778-4643,

POKER: Enforcement of 2006 federal law

Continued from ATl

things to play out, but doesn’t
know what he’ll do if he can’t
replace his income.

Federal authorities consider
the poker sites illegal and fol-
low a 2006 law that made it a
crime to process financial

transactions related to illegal
online gambling. But last
week’s indictments are the
government’s first attempt to
enforce the law.

Players and companies have
long argued that the 2006 law
didn’t properly define illegal
gambling or outlaw online

poker, which many consider a
game that involves more skill
than luck.

Unlike games such as black-
jack, players gamble against
each other, not the casino.
Casinos and Internet sites that
host poker collect a small per-
centage of each pot for running
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the game.

For Michael Borg, the loss of
online poker has meant he’s
already started sending re-
sumes for 9-to-5 jobs.

“I's like we’re collateral
damage in a war” the
25-year-old Sacramento com-
munity college student said.

New rules to help
airline passengers

Associated Press

DALLAS — The U.S. govern-
ment is adding new protections
for travelers when airlines lose
their bags, bump them off flights
or hold them on the runway for
hours.

The airlines will also have to
more dearly disclose the fees
they charge.

Consumer advocates say the
wide-ranging regulations an-
nounced Wednesday would
improve the flying experience.
Still, they wanted regulators to
get even tougher on bag fees
and make it easier to sue airlines
over shoddy service.

Beginning in late August, pas-
sengers who pay $15 or more to
check luggage will get a refund if
their bag is lost. They’ll also be
entitled to more money — up
to $1,330 — if they’re bumped
from a flight. Airlines will have

to include government taxes
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and fees in advertised prices.

Delayed international flights
won’t be allowed to sit on the
tarmac for more than four
hours, an extension of a
year-old rule for domestic
flights that greatly reduced
3-hour delays.

Some advocates for the airline
industry complained that the
regulations could raise costs, at
a time when high fuel prices are
threatening the airlines’ bottom
lines, but the CEO of American
Airlines said he didn’t see any-
thing particularly alarming.

Transportation Secretary Ray
LaHood said the new regu-
lations ensure that airlines treat
travelers fairly.

“It’s just common sense that if
an airline loses your bag or you
get bumped from a flight be-
cause it was oversold, you
should be reimbursed,” La-
Hood said.
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