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Coachella Valley

A Coachella Valley business incuba-
tion program has opened its second
outpost in Indio with the aim of spur-
ring entrepreneurship and job creation
in the eastern reaches of the valley.

The Innovation Hub, or “iHub,” has
opened its doors at the Greater Coa-
chella Valley Chamber of Commerce at
82921 Indio Blvd. The goal of the pilot

program is to help support local entre-
preneurs who are creating start-ups.
Organizers to hope to lure six to 12 busi-
nesses to the Indio shared workspace,
where they can work on their operation
free of charge.

Businesses in the space can use the
Wi-Fi and conference room, plus mail-
ing service and front desk support. The
Coachella Valley Economic Partnership
(CVEP) provides business guidance
and support for the entrepreneurs, in-
cluding seminars and workshops.

The first iHub was founded in Palm
Springs in 2011 and another one in Palm
Desert is slated to open this spring.
They’re a collaboration between the
Greater Coachella Valley Chamber of
Commerce and CVEP.

Joe Wallace joined CVEP about eight
years with the specific charge to launch
the iHubs, and later became the organi-
zation’s CEO. He said that giving busi-
ness owners tools to help start their 
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Brandon Marley checks out the installations at the newly inaugurated business iHub at the Chamber of Commerce of
Indio Thursday. OMAR ORNELAS/THE DESERT SUN
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Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla In-
dians Chairman Jeff Grubbe took to his
personal Instagram account to express
his displeasure with President Donald
Trump for failing to acknowledge the
tribe during Trump’s Wednesday visit
to the Coachella Valley.

Grubbe says in his
Wednesday post that
while he’s reticent to
“get political” on social
media, he believes, “I
wouldn’t be much of a
Tribal Leader if I didn’t
express my disappoint-
ment about the lack of
Respect President
Trump has shown my Tribe.”

Trump flew into Palm Springs Inter-
national Airport shortly after 10:30
a.m. Wednesday to attend a re-elec-
tion campaign fundraiser hosted by
Oracle Chairman Larry Ellison at his
Porcupine Creek estate in Rancho Mi-
rage. Trump departed at about 1 p.m.

The airport sits on the Agua Cali-
ente Indian Reservation.

During every one of former Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s presidential vis-
its to the valley, he was greeted by a
contingent of local dignitaries and
elected leaders, including a tribal rep-
resentative, when he stepped off Air
Force One, a tribe spokeswoman con-
firmed.

This was not the case with Trump.
When he stepped onto the tarmac at
the Palm Springs airport on Wednes-
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businesses gives them a better chance
of growing jobs locally. 

“Homegrown entrepreneurs, if they
have their fundamental needs, won’t
leave town,” he said. 

About 85 companies have come
through the Palm Springs iHub, and
while some failed to launch or have
since shuttered, an estimated $33 mil-
lion has been invested in companies af-
filiated with the iHub overall, according
to CVEP.

Companies that have joined the iHub
span a range of industries. While it ini-
tially focused on supporting renewable
energy companies, it’s expanded to in-
corporate ideas involving health and
medicine, app technology, manufactur-
ing and consumer products.

At the iHub, Palm Springs resident
Bill Schlanger is building a lithium-ion
battery manufacturer called EV
Enterprises, drawing on his past experi-
ence working in the energy industry.

“There’s a great deal of support and
coaching that we get from the iHub,” he
said. “A lot of people come to see it, and
we get to meet them and it’s a great
source of contacts.”

Indio Mayor Glenn Miller said the
new iHub was “a long time coming,” as
plans for a business incubator have
been discussed for years. 

“The most the east valley rises up,
the more the rest of our community
rises up,” he said.

The Indio City Council approved the
pilot business incubator in November.
The city increased its annual contribu-
tion to CVEP from $25,000 to $50,000
to support the pilot through 2021. 

Councilmember Waymond Ferman
said that Indio — which is the most pop-
ulous valley city with about 90,000 resi-
dents and is also the fastest-growing —
is in the middle of a business growth
spurt.

Gesturing around the downtown area
where the city is coming up with a new
specific plan, Ferman said younger gen-
erations who are making their home in
Indio want to be able to start their own
businesses there.

“There are going to be many opportu-
nities for entrepreneurs,” he said. 

As the program gets established,
CVEP and the city will look into getting
additional funding opportunities and a
permanent site, per a memo of under-
standing on the project. 

CVEP and Indio are also planning to
work with College of the Desert to con-
nect the iHub to the CENIC, which oper-
ates a powerful, high-bandwidth com-
puter network with more than 8,000
miles of optical fiber. 

Applications for the Indio iHub can
be found and submitted at

www.cvep.com. 
The Palm Springs iHub is funded by

the city and Wells Fargo. Various pro-
grams exist to help companies at differ-
ent stages of development. Currently,
there are 36 companies affiliated with
the Palm Springs iHub:

❚ Seven resident companies are

working out of the iHub headquarters
near the Palm Springs International Air-
port and are in the very beginning
stages with a proof of concept.

❚ 11 companies are working in the
iHub accelerator campus program;
these businesses might be farther along
and becoming profit-driven

❚ Another 18 “virtual” companies
who may be based anywhere but could
have a physical presence in the valley at
some point, and participate in iHub
coaching virtually. 

Some companies that have gone
through the iHub include Indie Power
Systems, which designs and manufac-
tures energy equipment and used their
systems to energize an off-grid electri-
cal supply center in Buffalo, Wyoming.
Hepplot Wind Energy, a wind turbine
company founded by Palm Springs resi-
dent Johann Steinlechner, secured two
phases of financing for a grid-scale pro-
totype of its patented Vertical Axis
Windmill from Los Alamos National
Laboratory.

Melissa Daniels covers business and
real estate in the Coachella Valley. She
can be reached at (760) 567-8458 or me
lissa.daniels@desertsun.com. Follow
Melissa on Twitter @melissamdaniels
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Community members celebrate at the newly inaugurated iHub business incubator at the Indio Chamber of Commerce on
Thursday. OMAR ORNELAS/THE DESERT SUN

In this file photo, Temo Nuñez, right, works in a manufacturing facility at the
Coachella Valley iHub Accelerator Campus. JAY CALDERON/THE DESERT


