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Who'’s dying in state from COVID?

Victims are getting younger; people of color still more likely to die of disease

Hannah Getahun calMatters More than 68,000 people have died in California stillamong the most devastated by COVID-19, with the
during the pandemic, including nearly 5,000 in River- highest death rates among Native Hawaiians/Pacific
It’s been longer than a year and a half since CO- side County. Islanders and Black people.
VID-19 first arrived in California, and the demograph- In recent months, those who are dying are younger
ics of who is dying from the virus are changing. on average. And, unsurprisingly, people of color are = See DEATHS, Page 6A

Meeting set on
La Quinta surf
resort proposal

A tradition resumes

Coral Mountain will be topic of
joint study session Tuesday

Sherry Barkas palm Springs Desert Sun | USA TODAY NETWORK

Plans for a resort community with wave park
boasting technology created by world champion pro
surfer Kelly Slater will be the topic of ajoint La Quinta
City Council and Planning Commission study ses-
sion on Tuesday. The plans have brought loud oppo-
sition from nearby residents.

Coral Mountain Resort — with a 150-room hotel,
nearly 17-acre private-use wave pool and up to 600
residential units including custom homes — is
planned for 386 acres of mostly vacant land on the
southwest corner of Avenue 58 and Madison Street.

The land is currently zoned for general commer-
cial, low-density residential and open space-recrea- '
tion use and was initially approved for a 750-home,
low-density residential community with an 18-hole

golf course with small neighborhood store. After being canceled in 2020 due to the coronavirus
The project developer, CM Wave Development pandemic, the Morongo Thunder & Lightning Powwow
LLC, is seeking general plan and zoning amendments returned to Cabazon over the weekend. It was the 30th
to allow for the hotel. annual event put on by the Morongo Band of Mission
Indians. e ABOVE: Ronald Lodgepole dances as he brings

See RESORT, Page 5A inthe eagle staff ahead of the Morongo color guard during

the grand entry ceremony on Saturday. The eagle staff
serves much like a flag to represent a Native American
community and is brought in just before the color guard
to symbolize the original ownership of the land. ¢ RIGHT:
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The Board of Supervisors will hold its first public
hearing on redrawing supervisorial district bound-
aries in Riverside County on Tuesday and is inviting
residents seeking to express their thoughts on the
subject to testify.

The redistricting process was delayed five months
because of the coronavirus public health lockdowns

that hampered the publication of 2020 Census data . . }S/ELUVT: éi#ggé:gHELLA
!oy feglera}l officials. The board is tasked with c?mplet— lHub Streammg VALLEY SINCE 1997 5250
ing district redraws by Dec. 15, and Tuesday’s meet- . .
ing will be one of likely only three opportunities for radl() now Radl()m US WillS R der Cu
the public to submit opinions in person. y p

According to census figures, the county grew Radio111’s co-founder John McMullen The Americans won back the Ryder
10.4% over the last decade, with the population in- says the new name better reflects the Cup and perhaps a whole lot more
creasing from 2,189,641 in 2010 to 2,418,185 by 2020, a station’s Coachella Valley focus. Sunday, sending a strong message

RADIO11 with their youngest team by giving

See REDISTRICTING, Page 7A Europe its worst loss ever. 1B 0740901708201
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MALDIVES MAAMUTAA RESORT
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ULTIMATE ALL-INCLUSIVE PARADISE Discover paradise with an all-inclusive stay at Pullman Maldives

Maamutaa, where stunning villas perched over blue waters provide the

ultimate escape. $
MALDIVES YOUR HANDPICKED INCLUSIONS:

YOUR HANDPICKED INCLUSIONS: ,

Indulc?e with unlimited premium drinks, all-inclusive * Five nights in an overwater Ocean Villa
i

0 g e Unlimited all-inclusive for two across 3 restaurants and 3 bars
ning, roundtrlp transfers and much more ¢ Free-flow premium drinks including an 80-variety wine wall

5 NIGHTS HITHU

Upgrades & longer REET)'C[1 1R d.
stays available
I anextra |

Two adults

. ¢ Includes roundstrip transfers to resort and all fees 0
- —-_\;‘ T L ¢ Choose from included activities Valued up to $1 1’730 Cancel 14 days prior to I $1 00 Off I
= * Spa, fishing, diving, jet ski, snorkel & more All prices include taxes and fees check-in for 100% credit k
-

¢ Complimentary minibar & Wi-Fi - e wm o

7-DAY CHANGE OF MIND REFUND GUARANTEE
760 776 37 1 5 @ LUXURYESCAPES.COM  DATES AVAILABLE UNTIL DECEMBER 20, 2023 WITH
FREE UNLIMITED DATE CHANGES

For full terms and conditions please go to www.LuxuryEscapes.com or call the Luxury Escapes information line on 760 776 3715. Flights are not included. Images are for illustrative
purposes only. Information correct at time of print. Blackout and surcharges dates apply, check website for full details.
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iHub Radio to re-launch online

Local talk and news
platform Radiolll has
kicked off fall season

James B. Cutchin : _
Palm Springs Desert Sun '_ 3 t 4 gl = pae o sees s
USA TODAY NETWORK : ! N

iHub Radio, which launched three
years ago as the Coachella Valley’s only
local online talk radio platform, is re-
launching as Radiolll. The platform will
include a range of local programming
from new and longtime hosts and
kicked off its fall season this past week-
end.

Radiolll co-founder and senior con-
tent director John McMullen said the
new brand will better reflect the plat-
form’s Coachella Valley focus.

“Most people don’t know what the
iHubis,” McMullen said. “The new iden-
tity is something (that can resonate
with) almost everyone here.”

iHub, short for Innovation Hub, is a
business incubator and accelerator pro-
gram run by the Coachella Valley Eco-

nomic Partnership with locations in = tjw =m

L

Radio111 co-founder and senior content director John McMullen said the new brand will better reflect

See RADIO111, Page 4A the platform’s Coachella Valley focus. RADIO111

Cathedral City man dies in Palm Springs crash

Maria Sestito
Palm Springs Desert Sun
USA TODAY NETWORK

A 52-year-old man died after being
struck by a vehicle in Palm Springs late
Saturday night, according to the Palm

Springs Police Department.

The man, identified as Amadeo Tapia
of Cathedral City, was hit in the area of
East Palm Canyon Drive and South Far-
rell Drive about 10:15 p.m., Sgt. Michael
Delaney said.

Tapia was transported to Desert Re-

gional Medical Center and pronounced
dead at 10:51 p.m.

The driver of the vehicle remained at
the scene and was cooperative, Delaney
said. Additional details were not imme-
diately available. The investigation is
ongoing.

Maria Sestito covers issues of aging
in the Coachella Valley. She is also a
Report for America corps member. Fol-
low her on Twitter @RiaSestito, on
Instagram  @RiaSestito_Reporter or
email her at maria.sestito@
desertsun.com.
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Air is life. Make it perfect

WE'RE #1 FOR A REASON. MAKE THE EASY CHOICE.
A 25 Yo o i S, \' THE #1 CHOICE.
Comfont Ain (760) 320-5800

Ake The Easy ChI% www.comfortac.com
72248 Northshore Street, Thousand Palms, CA 92276

Over 25 Years of Excellent Service
Lic# 763937
Offer expires June 11, 2021.
*Offer available March 8, 2021 to June 11, 2021. Offer based on a retail price of $10,000. Requires purchase of qualifying system. Financing available to well-qualified buyers on
approved credit. No down payment required. Financing requires 120 equal monthly payments of $132 a month of principal and interest after the first 6 months. Normal late charges
apply. Cannot be combined with any other Lennox promotional offer. Minimum and maximum amount financed of $3,000 and $100,000, respectively. You may prepay your account at
any time without penalty. Financing is subject to credit requi and sati y of finance Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. See Truth in
Lending disclosures available from lender for more information. **Rebate requires purchase of qualifying items between March 8, 2021 to June 11, 2021. Qualifying items must be
installed by June 18, 2021. Rebate claims (with proof of purchase) must be submitted (with proof of purchase) to www.lennoxconsumerrebates.com no later than July 2, 2021. Rebate
is paid in the form of a Lennox Visa® Prepaid card. Prepaid Card is subject to terms and conditions found or referenced on card and expires 12 months after issuance. Conditions apply.
See www.lennox.com/terms-and-conditions for complete terms and conditions.
© 2021 Lennox Industries Inc. Lennox Dealers are independently owned and operated businesses.
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GOLD PRICES ARE UP!

WE ARE
BUYING

GOLD NOW!

WE ARE
BUYING

DIAMONDS

ANY SHAPES, SIZES & COLORS

SILVER & PLATINUM

WE ARE
BUYING
WATCHES

ROLEX, PATEK PHILEPPE, CORUM, IWC & ALL GOLD WATCHES

WE PAY
THE MOST!

WE’LL BEAT ANY OFFER"’

SHOP US LAST,WE’LL PROVE IT
WE SELL GOLD & SILVER BULLION & COIN

73-520 Suite E, El Paseo | Palm Desert, CA
Monday — Saturday 10:00am to 6:00pm: Sunday 11:00am to 5:00pm

DS-GCI0678838-01
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Buyer of tiny Nevada town finds
plentiful water underground

Eli Segall LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL

CAL-NEV-ARI, Nev. — There isn’t
much in Cal-Nev-Ari besides a cluster
of homes, some businesses and an un-
paved airstrip.

But the town’s new dominant prop-
erty owner believes the desert outpost
might have something else: an under-
ground river of sorts that doesn’t run
dry.

Jerry Tyler, president of mining firm
Heart of Nature, told the Las Vegas Re-
view-Journal there appears to be some-
thing like a river flowing beneath the re-
mote community south of Las Vegas,
and that it replenishes when water is
pumped out.

“We could have an unlimited amount
of water,” he said during an interview in
Cal-Nev-Ari’s casino and restaurant
building. “It’s not like there’s just one
amount that once we take it all out,
we’re out.”

Tyler’s group controls a speck of a
town off U.S. Highway 95 that many
people in Las Vegas, some 70 miles
away, have probably never heard of or
stopped to see. But the buyers could be
sitting on plenty of water in a region
grappling with drought.

Tyler doesn’t know how much water
flows beneath Cal-Nev-Ari. But the
quality is high, and the natural resource
was a big draw for the buyers, he said
during a recent telephone interview
with the Review-Journal.

“The quality of the water, and the po-
tential abundance of it, was a key rea-
son why we bought the town,” he said.

Heart of Nature majority owner Uni-
versal Green Technology acquired the
bulk of Cal-Nev-Ari in late July for $8
million from town co-founder Nancy
Kidwell, buying just over 550 acres of
mostly vacant real estate.

The town’s water provider, Kidwell-
owned Spirit Mountain Utility Co.,
boasts 32.8 million gallons of annual
water rights. It uses far less, having sold
nearly 9.5 million gallons last year,
state records show.

Fred Marik, a former listing broker
for Kidwell’s holdings in Cal-Nev-Ari,
said the water quality is “phenomenal,”
and he indicated several prospective

dream style

B |

The new primary owner of a tiny southern Nevada town says there appears to
be plentiful water beneath the desert highway outpost with a name that marks
its spot near the state lines of California, Nevada and Arizona. BIZUAYEHU

TESFAYE/LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL VIA AP

buyers had viewed it as something that
could be sold.

Cal-Nev-Ari’s water system uses a
200,000-gallon main storage tank and
a network of service lines. It supplies
123 customers, the vast majority of
which are single-family homes, accord-
ing to a 2019 filing with the Public Util-
ities Commission of Nevada.

Just 244 people lived in Cal-Nev-Ari
as of 2010, the U.S. Census Bureau re-
ported.

Kidwell, who is in her 80s, sold her
holdings after years of trying. She told
the Review-Journal she never assessed
the volume of water underground.

But, she noted, she pumped plenty
of water for Nevada Department of
Transportation projects, and the wells
never drew down.

Kidwell and late husband Everette
“Slim” Kidwell founded Cal-Nev-Ari in
the mid-1960s, having noticed its then-
abandoned airstrip while flying by.
They acquired 600-plus acres from the
federal government and named the
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town after its home state and the two
nearby.

Kidwell is selling the water company
to Tyler’s group, a deal that requires ap-
proval from the Public Utilities Com-
mission, she said.

The buyers already acquired hun-
dreds of acres of land in Cal-Nev-Ari,
including its airstrip, RV park, mobile
home park, motel, convenience store
and casino and restaurant building.

Tyler, who sells products for the agri-
cultural industry, plans to build a
100,000-square-foot processing facili-
ty in Cal-Nev-Ari and would use water
for his business, including for liquid fer-
tilizers.

He also envisions more restaurants,
a larger hotel and homes for staffers
who work at his plant. He wants to pave
the airstrip to attract more pilots.

Water is a pressing issue in the fast-
growing desert metropolis of Las Ve-
gas, underscored by the visible bathtub
ring at nearby Lake Mead, the country’s
largest reservoir.

Radiolll

Continued from Page 3A

Palm Springs, Palm Desert and Indio.
iHub Radio got its start there in May
2018 and took its name from the pro-
gram.

Radiolll will see the return of sever-
al hosts from iHub Radio’s early days,
including Jay Alvarez, who hosted a
mid-day show with his late father
Marvin Alvarez on iHub from 2018 un-
til early 2020. Alvarez will host a pro-
gram titled “Your Best Life” airing
Monday from 8 to 10 p.m. focused on
inspiring and positive-mindset-relat-
ed content.

The station will also feature new
hosts and programming such as for-
mer state senate hopeful Joy Silver,
who will talk “progressive issues and
politics” and activism on a show titled
“Outspoken!”

Other Radiolll program topics run
the gamut from cannabis, cars and
fantasy football to LGBTQ+ issues.

The platform will feature interviews
with Coachella Valley local journalists
from outlets including The Desert Sun,
one of its partners, discussing issues
such as crime, business and the envi-
ronment.

“We go a lot deeper into the topics
than TV news can do,” McMullen said.

The Radiolll co-founder said the
platform’s core selling point to pros-
pective listeners, as well as advertis-
ers, is its local focus.

“It’s that we’re local. Period,” he
said. “I know that sounds cliché, but
it’s real ... I didn’t want to be the baby-
sitter of a satellite-fed syndicated ra-
dio station.”

McMullen, who has spent decades
in the radio industry, said that a full
slate of truly locally produced content
is rare in a market of any size.

“Our opportunity is to be relatable
to our neighbors and that’s what
makes us different from any other talk
station that gets into this market,” he
said.

Radiolll is available to stream for
free through its website at
Radiolll.com, using the Tuneln Radio
app from any phone or smart device or
through digital dashboard systems
such as Apple CarPlay and Android
Auto.

James B. Cutchin covers business in
the Coachella Valley. Reach him at
james.cutchin@desertsun.com.
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Transform your bathroom
with a beautiful new shower
installed in as little as 1-2 days!

professional installation and
ior materials from DI??mstyle
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22% OFF.

DREAMSTYLE SHOWER SYSTEM
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Call for a FREE consultation 760-836-71 05 e DreamstyleShowers.com

Rlchard Karn
Home Improvement Expert

*0% interest for 24 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Finance charges will be waived if promo balance is paid in full in 24 months. Not valid with other offers or previous orders. Valid on initial consultation only, with purchase of any complete Dreamstyle Shower System. Some
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